
WELCOME TO The Wrangler
This is the second issue of our maths newsletter from the University of 
Leicesterõs Department of Mathematics, now part of a new School of 
Mathematics and Computer Science. We send it out to students, teachers, 
our own graduates, etc.  You can also pick it up on-line at our web address 
(http://www.mcs.le.ac.uk/Wrangler). On that page you will þnd all the back 
issues. If you would like to be added to our mailing list or have suggestions, 
just drop us a line at wrangler@mcs.le.ac.uk, weõll be ÿattered!  
What do we have here this time? You will þnd lots about maths and 
astronomy. How do the planets move? Can we describe the shape of the 
universe? Maths can give us insight into these and many other questions 
as old as the history of humankind. We offer exciting BSc/MMath degrees, 
where you can combine maths with astronomy. Finally we report on a new 
Leicester based research network in pure maths linking Europe and China.
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Computers using Numerical Integrators 
provide a ôvirtualõ alternative to the 
mechanical Orrery, þrst devised by Lord 
Orrery in the 17th century. An Orrery can 
be used to move the positions of the 
planets beyond the present to investigate 
the state of the Solar System at some 
future time. See the article on page 2.
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